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•weaknesses in the child's physical and scholastic growth and
in adapting the daily program and instruction accordingly.
Would similar records of personality development be
equally beneficial to the child? Many educators believe they
would be and seek through observation, interview, and ques-
tionnaire to obtain a permanent record of development in
personality comparable to the records of growth In height
and weight and school achievement.20 By means of these
records, skilled persons are able to detect evidences of per-
sonality strengths and weaknesses and to adapt the daily
program and environment to accord wTith them.
The chief objections raised to permanent records of this
type are their subjectivity, their superficiality, the transient
quality of preadolescent behavior, and the possibility of their
misuse and misinterpretation. It is true that the teacher
may be a poor judge of the child's character and that such
a record frequently is as much of an indication of teacher
attitude as of child personality. It is true that the observed
behavior is only a small sampling of the child's total be-
havior and may give slight inkling of his real intent. It is
true, also, that personality is undergoing continuous modifi-
cation during these years and hence that the previous yeai
does not give an accurate picture of the child's present
status. So far as possible, however, only persistent behavior
tendencies, not chance occurrences, should be put on the
permanent cumulative record. It is also claimed that "the
only essential information is that which can be put into use
at once for the child's benefit," 21 and that such information
frequently is embodied in the facts obtained at the moment.
The selection of the most significant information about a
child is a difficult matter. No doubt there are in schools and
in social agencies large collections of futile and trivial data.
Nevertheless, for accurate appraisal of a boy or girl and
for that periodic checkup to ascertain whether the varied
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